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Eulogy: Albert Leonard Germansky Lyt 3 O OTEN OR |

! We are gathered, in this solemn hour, to begin to say
goodbye to a man loved and treasured by his family and
friends, Al Germansky. Our task, is to bring forth memories

of him, memories of Tove and concern shared with him,
memories of music created with him, memories of jO

events, and sad. A bit later on, I will invite friends and
family who wish,to stand wherever they are, t0 share some
feeling or thoughts about Al with us today.

’ Everyone here understands that a remarkable man

has passed on. Al Germansky was a unique and multi-faceted -
| person: loving and creative, interesting and insightful. He

! was a man capable of balancing contradictions in his life. He
was methodical and organized, and had the discipline to

hone his craft as 2 musician, yet he was most attracted to
jazz: music that was free, unconventional, and uninhibited.

He was a sincere and reliable person, and yet he was a man
unafraid to be a little different, to try something new with

his life.

The people in this room connected with him in s0
many different ways. Some knew him as a gifted musician, a
drummer, who played in the best of clubs, playing with
talented partners, even playing the White House. Some’ knew
him as the man who managed a business, the swimming
school. Some called him friend, someone t0 trust, to talk
things through with; someone with an uncanny ability to size
up a situation - to se€ beneath the surface of things, to truly
understand them.

Some will remember his playfulness, his sense of
humor, his memorable one-liners, his ability to et loose.
Some will remember his serious side, his deep integrity, the
sense of frustration he suffered as an artist who could make
music for music's sake, but could not tolerate making music to
make a living. -
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Some of you have known him almost all of your lves.
For Al's devoted family members, it is literally so. "Ida, your
son Al was loved by so many people. He brought excitement
and pleasure into so many lives with his music. You raised an
extrzordinary son, his was his own person, to be sure; a man -
with the courage of his own convictions. We share your grief
today, and perhaps we can offer you some comfort, knowing
what a difference Al made in so many people's Iives.Gtw\/ Digasd
y, @s his sister, you too have known Al 2l :
your life. You bear memories of him from his earliest days
precious and unique memories. Your loss is profound. No
words can adequately express the feelings of this moment. It
takes tme, timre ¢ ernber,time o gain perspective.
Some of you, were blessed to know him as “father.”
What a privilege for you, Mitchell, Jess, Steven, and Leslie,
to have loved ihis men and tc have known his love. He had '
the highest of standards for you, he desired to share his love
of music with you,to help you develop the discipline |
necessary to piay and create and enjoy music. He loved you :
deeply, proving his devotion to you selflessly,
unconditionally. You knew first hand what a unique man he
was, and the pariners you have brought into your lives, Ellen,
Cvnitia Seih. and Maureen, alsc grew o know him and love
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and meaning they bring into a parent's life...but it is so.
' Dogis, for thirty nine years you shared his life in
marriage; years the two of you built a family together, a
career, a business, a home. You built a lifetime together. It
was lifetime rich with variety and substance, travail and -
triumph. You stood by him through his illness, you were his
strength and his companion. Now that he is at peace, and
suffers no more, you can finally stop to reflect on it all, and
secure your memocries of All of the days of joy and not those of
sorrow, days of health and love, and new explorations and
riew experiences. You shared so much together, you became
grandparents together, of Shayné and Morris, what a
Glessingl Your task now is to share your memories with this -,
new generation of Germansky's, {0 help them know what a
special man Al was. ; .

Everyone here feels a sense of loss; there is much
is rocm. But it is sadness mixed with love, and
; ernories. Some of you have glorious memories, . .
amnusing memories, warm and loving memories. It is through :

we can hold on tc our loved ones. Death

om us, but it cannot vanquish love and

may take so mrach &z
ITemOTy.

I once heard a beautiful analogy that may help us
understanc. what we face today. Imagine, if you will, that

il Cermarnsky was a song recorded on an LP record.

ne life of Al Ce
the record is treasured and lovingly played, the song enjoyed
er and over. And then one day, the unthinkable happens,
record drops to the floor and shatters. The record is gone,
but has the song died too? Certainly not! As long as it is

‘ ‘ too is a life. Treasure
times you laughed
LTS f(c-:revb:, bound up,
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TELEPHONE: (CODE 212) 872-226¢
FAX: (212) 872-2558

PETER DUCHIN ORCHESTRAS. INC.
305 MADISON AVENUE. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10165-0933

March 25, 1993

Dear Doris,

Al was a person I really adored. My relationship with him over the years meant a
hugh amount to me and I learned a great deal from him. He was a person-in my-
opinion who had a most individualistic take on life - one filled with wry humor and deep
honest feelings. I relied on his friendship, his criticisms, and his witticisms, and T shall
always remember him with much love.

Please accept my deepest sympathy.
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